
ICT Coordinator’s Newsletter 

The ICT Curriculum Team would like to apologise for having to cancel the ICT Coordinator’s Day on 25th November. 

This was due to problems associated with the venue. As a consequence of this, we intend to bring forward next 

term’s event to January 27th, 2011.  

The following is an overview of important news and information that would have been shared with you at the event. 

Self Review Framework and the ICT Mark 
It has been announced that the Department for Education will continue BECTA’s work on the 

Self Review Framework and the ICT Mark. On BECTA’s website, it is quoted “The 

development and maintenance of the online Self-review framework evaluation tool for 

schools, including contract management, functional changes, and issues relating to user 

support and access will continue. This function will also manage external grant/contract for 

ICT Mark administration and promotion...” (http://about.becta.org.uk/display.cfm?page=2138) 

The materials on the BECTA website (e.g. documents, images, videos etc.) will be housed in the National Archives 

website (http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/) and will be available for schools to use as required. However, the 

images and video materials cannot be repurposed and must acknowledge BECTA when used. 

The Welsh Assembly Government is also committed to the SRF as a national set of standards. They will shortly be 

releasing a document that maps and aligns the SRF to the SEF and CIF. 

The ICT Curriculum Team will keep schools informed of developments to the SRF 

and the ICT Mark through the Self Review area of the Learn-ICT website 

(http://www.learn-ict.org.uk/resources/self_review/index.asp) and our Blog. We 

would encourage all schools to use the online tool of the SRF to judge their use of 

ICT and to measure their progress, whether or not they intend applying for the ICT 

Mark. A good starting point would be to work through the 10 Key Questions 

document, available on the Learn-ICT website (http://www.learn-

ict.org.uk/resources/self_review/documents/10KeyQuestions.pdf). 

At the recent ICT Mark conference, it was noted that Welsh schools who have achieved the award are given 

recognition throughout the UK. Congratulations should go to Pengelli Primary and Townhill Community Schools who 

have attained the ICT Mark award this term and Gowerton and Pentrehafod Comprehensive schools who did well in 

the ICT Excellence Awards.  

E-Safety area updated on the Learn-ICT website 
If you’ve been keeping an eye on the Learn-ICT website, you might have noticed the animated screens on the front 

page (or as one teacher called it, a “fancy, rotating thing”)! Their purpose is to provide you with visual pointers to 

new and changed resources and information on the site, each screen being a clickable link to the information.  

One of the areas which has been completely redesigned is the 

Internet Safety area. Hopefully, you should find it easier to navigate 

and simpler to locate all of the resources available. There are three 

main areas on the site which provide information for the Primary 

and Secondary phases and a page which holds documents related 

to Internet Safety. 

All of the links have been checked and any dead links removed. We will endeavour to keep this important area up-

to-date and would be grateful for any feedback you could provide. 
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Additional links in the Picture Gallery 
Another area which has been updated is the Learn-ICT Picture Gallery. As well as 

adding a few more galleries, Food and Pirates (each of which have sub-categories 

inside the gallery), we have included links to other useful online picture and clip art 

resources. 

You are probably familiar with the National Education Network Gallery as it’s 

included in the Whitelist. The others include links to the PhotoLibrary Wales, NASA 

Education Image Gallery and the Dorling Kindersley Clip Art Library. 

If you think we should add more links to online image collections or if you know of 

other good image library resources, please contact the ICT Curriculum Team. 

Microsoft free software and resources 
Microsoft has been busy developing a range of exciting and free resources for schools. Most of you will be familiar 

with PhotoStory to create picture based video files, but another application which can give another dimension to 

your images is Deep Zoom! Imagine this scenario: you zoom out from 

an image of Paul McCartney’s signature to see that it is on the bottom 

of a plastic model of Paul McCartney himself; zoom out again and you 

see that this is part of a model of all the Beatles. Zooming out again 

you find that this picture is actually a postage stamp on an envelope – 

which is part of an exhibition of envelopes in a glass cabinet, which 

itself is one of a number of glass cabinets in a shop window, which is one of number of shops in street, which is just 

one street in the middle of Times Square! This is what Deep Zoom is all about! Have a look at this example from the 

Hard Rock Cafe’s memorabilia gallery: http://memorabilia.hardrock.com/  

Another application which uses your digital 

images is AutoCollage. You have a number of 

large pictures which you would like to arrange on 

a document or even your website. Your choices 

are either to try to create a gallery which shows 

each image individually, or you might put one or 

two images on each page of a document. 

AutoCollage can turn all of the images into a 

single image – using face recognition technology 

to make sure that the important areas will remain 

on view! 

To download the free for education copy of 

AutoCollage, you need to go to Partners in 

Learning website and register for free1. 

SongSmith is a bit of fun for those of you are fans of Karaoke! To quote 

from the website: Songsmith generates musical accompaniment to match a 

singer’s voice. Just choose a musical style, sing into your PC’s microphone, 

and Songsmith will create backing music for you.  

To download the free for education copy of SongSmith, you need to go to 

Partners in Learning website and register for free2. 

                                                            
1 2 If you download these applications from their main websites, you will only receive a 30 day trial version! 
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Kodu is a new visual programming language made specifically for creating games. 

It is designed to be accessible for children and enjoyable for anyone. The 

programming environment runs on a PC or the Xbox, allowing rapid design 

iteration using only a game controller for input. 

Kodu provides an end-to-end creative environment for designing, building, and 

playing your own new games. The core of the Kodu project is the programming 

user interface. The language is simple and entirely icon-based. Programs are 

composed of pages, which are broken down into rules, which are further divided 

into conditions and actions. Download Kodu from here: http://fuse.microsoft.com/project/kodu.aspx  

If you would like your students to be able to have access to a number of 

professional Microsoft products – for free, sign your school up for Microsoft 

DreamSpark! Most professional products are available for you and your 

students to use, including Visual Studio 2010, Expression Studio 4, Virtual 

PC and so on. Online training files and videos are also available from the 

DreamSpark site.( https://www.dreamspark.com/Default.aspx?lc=1033)   

Action to request access to your school drives via the Learning Portal 
The Swansea-Edunet Portal is being made available to an increasing number of schools. We would like this 

opportunity to remind you that when you use the Teacher and Staff area of your school’s portal, you may not see all 

of the network drives that you might normally see in your school. You should see your own user work space 

(U:Drive), the Teacher’s Resource space (T:Drive), your pupils’ work spaces (K:Drive) and the joint curriculum/admin 

space (J:Drive). 

If you cannot see all these drives, please send an e-mail to James Dix (james.dix@swansea-edunet.gov.uk) asking for 

access to those areas when you log in to the portal. Please note that accessing the J:Drive doesn’t provide access to 

the admin computer itself, just to the files which have been placed on the joint curriculum/admin space. 

Useful web sites and resources 
Noteflight: an online music writing application that lets you create, view, print 

and hear music notation with professional quality, right in your web browser. 

Work on a score from any computer on the Internet, share with other users, or 

embed into your own pages. http://www.noteflight.com/  

Office Live: online versions of Microsoft Word, Excel, Powerpoint and OneNote, 

complete with 25Gb of online storage! To access these free resources, go to 

http://www.hotmail.com and sign up for a free e-mail account or Windows Live 

ID. Access your files from anywhere! 

Eclips: video resources from BBC Wales on a range of curriculum areas, including 

History, Science, Geography and many more. These short video clips are available 

in English and Welsh and also provide support for Welsh first and second 

language. Eclips can be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/eclips/  

Christmas Fonts: Make your documents, postcards, DTP or 

Christmas Cards come to life by using this collection of free 

Christmas fonts. Just download them and install them into your 

Fonts folder to make them available to all your software 

applications. Available from 

http://www.dafont.com/theme.php?cat=804  
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Support from the ICT Curriculum Team 
Part of your ICT SLA support is targeted at self evaluation. You will be contacted shortly to arrange a visit from a 

member of the ICT Curriculum Team to review your current position and identify priority areas for development. 

We would remind you about the online SLA booking form and would ask that you fill it in with details of your ICT 

support requirements. 

Primary Schools: http://www.learn-ict.org.uk/projects/bookings/login.asp   

Secondary Schoosl: http://www.learn-ict.org.uk/projects/secbookings/login.asp   

(Username: ITbooking Password: SLA) 

There have been a number of staff changes in schools this year so we would like to update our contact details of all 

schools’ ICT Coordinators. We would be grateful if you could e-mail Jan Morgan with current details of your school 

containing name of school, name of ICT Coordinator (including shadow if applicable), contact school e-mail address 

(optionally your personal e-mail address). 

The Learn-ICT website now has an updated set of links to Christmas websites. Don’t forget to let us know if you find 

sites which are suitable for this topic and you think could be added to the list! 

Finally, the ICT Curriculum Team would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New 

Year! 
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